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SPRING 2010 NEW MEXICO ELKS ASSOCIATION 

My Fellow Elks: 

 

We have now completed the first quarter of our 2010-2011 year, and with only three quarters to go 

I know that you have all been busy with the activities going on in your Lodges.  I have just come 

back from attending the Texas State Elks Association convention in Dallas, where I believe that 

Tracy & I represented our state with honor and dignity.  I learned a lot from their convention and 

you can bet that I will be sharing some of the ideas with you as I travel to your Lodges this year.  

They are a very aggressive state association and I think we can learn from some of their ideas, I 

know that they can learn from some of ours. 

 

I have made some significant changes in our association already and I hope that you all know that I meant 

what I said at the convention in Roswell, I will give you 100% of my effort this year as your president.  I have 

been    working with your committee chairpersons trying to improve our communications.  Last year President 

Jim Larrabee was challenged by the other states under our sponsorôs authority with our ENF per capita  

donations.  We lost that challenge and Jim will be buying a very expensive dinner for the other three states in 

Orlando. We have been challenged again by the other states this year with our ENF per capita donations, and I 

have accepted.  I also challenged their ritual teams, but they declined that challenge. Like in ritual I know that 

New Mexico doesnôt like to lose.  We can beat these other states, but I will need your help to do it.  I am  

asking every Lodge to make their ENF per capita donations early, and then we will begin to run away with the 

challenge as the year progresses. 

 

I have instituted a challenge of my own for our state this year.  I am challenging all of our State Committee 

Chairpersons to improve their committees this year.  Some have already done so.  The committee that 

makes the most progress this year will receive a very special award at the convention in Albuquerque.  It will 

be the ñPSP Earl Phillips Award of Excellence to our State Associationò.   As I end my first presidentôs 

message, I am asking all of you to please leave ñNo Stone Unturnedò this year. 

 

I will hold my head up proud in April when I hear of the successes you have all had!!  Thank you for being a    

member of the greatest Elks Association in this nation. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

Rick Callaway, President 

State Presidentôs Message  



 

 2 New Mexico Elks Association Spring 2010 

NMEA State Officers 
NMEA President  

Rick Callaway (Tracy)  

P.O. Box. 6355  

Roswell, NM. 88202 -6355 

Res. 575-734-6325  

Bus. 575 -623-1988 

e-mail: recper@plateautel.net  

 

 

NMEA President Elect  

John Hilliard (Vicki)  

12700 Conejo Rd. NE.  

Albuquerque, NM. 87123  

Res. (505) 271-1657 

Cell: (505) 263 -2601 

e-mail: chilliard12700@msn.com  

 

NMEA Vice President  

Roger Hamman (Gina)  

P.O. Box 113  

Dexter, NM 88230  

Res. 575-734-6007  

e-mail: rlhamman@plateautel.net  

 

NMEA Secretary  

Kandi Barks (Jerry)  

P.O. Box 1413  

Raton, NM 87740  

Res. 575-445-4777  

e-mail: nmsecretary@q.com  

  

NMEA Treasurer  
Tom Brown  
3605 Coronado  
Farmington, NM. 87401  
Cell: 505 -320-4322 
e-mail: tombes5@msn.com  

NMEA Chaplain  
Bob Bergmark  
1000 E. College #4  
Roswell, NM 88201  
Res. 575-624-0952 

NMEA Sergeant at Arms  

Patrick Hickox (Kim)  

1081 Bleymeyer Dr.  

Las Cruces, NM 88007  

Res: (575) 527-4479 

Cell: (575) 556 -4998 

e-mail: hickoxprime@yahoo.com  

NMEA Tiler  

Wilson Vanloon (Tawanna)  

807 Tanoan Ct.  

Carlsbad, NM 88220  

Res. 575 706-1067 

TRUSTEES 

NMEA Trustee (2 yr.) -

Secretary  

Billy L. Johnson (Liz)  

12805 Mountain View 

Ave NEAlbuqerque, NM 

87123-2039 

Res: 505-296-4018 

e-mail: 

bjohn81324@aol.com  

NMEA Trustee (1 yr.) -Chairman  

Larry Curtis (Joyce)  

5700 N Sycamore  

Roswell, NM 88201  

Res: 575-623-2532 

e-mail:  

Lmjkcurtis@aol.com  

NMEA Trustee (3 yr.)  

Dean Calvani (Amy)  

3501 South Canal St.  

Carlsbad, NM 88220  

Bus: 575 -887-1211 

Cell: 575 -361-0131 

Fax: 575-887-7385 

e-mail: 

dna@calvanifarms.com  

NMEA Trustee (4 yr.)  

Philip Leger, (Kathy)  

PO Box 2734  

Las Vegas, NM 87701  

Home: 505 -425-3418  

Cell: 505 -429-0401  

Fax: 505-425-6181  

e-mail: 

leger.elks@yahoo.com   

NMEA Trustee (5 yr.)  

Lyle Weeks Jr. (Pat)  

704 Montwood  

Alamogordo, NM. 

88310-5342 

Res. 575-434-0947 

Cell. 575-491-2056 

e-mail: 

lpweeks@hauns.com   
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Grand Exalted Rulerôs Message  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from Grand Exalted Ruler  

Hon. James L. Nichelson 

 

If all of your Lodge Committees (and for that matter, District and State Association Committees) are running 

smoothly and attaining all your goals, good for you. However, should some of your committees be lacking, 

here is my suggestion. Establish one makeable goal for each of those committees, and ride herd until the goal 

is achieved. 

 

Making that one goal breeds further success, raises morale, promotes interest and, above all, makes a differ-

ence in your Lodge and in your community. 

 

Canôt think of a goal? Here are some of mine, with apologies to any person who may have first voiced them. 

 

Membership ï Every Lodge sponsors one Open House this year. 

 

Elks National Foundation ï Every Lodge has an active Chairperson. Every Lodge puts the option to donate on 

the Dues Statement. 

 

Elks National Home and Retirement Center ï Each Lodge buys a brick. 

 

Ritual ï Hold a monthly practice. 

 

State Major Project ï Each Lodge donates $1 per Member to the 501(c)(3) Trust. 

 

Public Relations ï Take the picture, write the article, and E-mail to the news editor of the paper. 

 

Lodge Activities ï The Lodge completes the All-American Lodge Contest application. 

 

Veterans Service ï Each Lodge adopts one Veteran at a local nursing home. 

 

Americanism ï Each Lodge sponsors the Americanism Essay Contest in one school. 

 

Drug Awareness ï Arrange to take a Drug Awareness trailer to one local event. 

 

And so on. You see how this works. Avoid broad sweeping goals. Set small ones that can be achieved. It will 

lead to further successes. You will be Making a Difference. Do so with pride and energy.  
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 The NMEA Spring Convention was held 

in Roswell, NM at the Roswell Lodge #969 

from March 25-27, 2010.  Attendance was 

excellent this year.  The Roswell member-

ship is to be commended on doing a fantas-

tic job hosting this event. 

Outgoing President Jim Larrabee also did a 

fantastic job leading the convention.  His 

efforts are sincerely appreciated.  

The new NMEA Officers were installed 

during the Saturday session.  We look for-

ward to a great year under new President 

Rick Callaway, President-Elect John Hil-

liard, & Vice-President Roger Hamman.  

Kandi Barks will serve as Secretary and 

Tom Brown returns as Treasurer. 

Veronica Morris of Las Vegas #408 was 

selected by Outgoing President Jim Larra-

bee as Elk of the Year for 2009-2010.  She 

is to be commended for being the first Lady 

Elk chosen for this award from the NMEA. 

Many thanks to everyoneôs efforts in mak-

ing this a very successful convention. 

He also visited numerous hospitality rooms 

on Saturday and was treated to various 

room ñspecialtyò beverages and eats.  

GER Nichelson gave a very good speech at 

the banquet on Saturday night.  The NMEA 

is very proud that he enjoyed his visit with 

us so well.  

 Grand Exalted Ruler James Nichelson 

made his official visit to the state of New 

Mexico during the NMEA State Conven-

tion. 

GER Nichelson participated  with the Alien 

Ritual Team on Friday night.  He was for-

tunate enough to win one of the prizes of 

the evening by finding the Papa Smurf doll. 

 

Grand Exalted Ruler James Nichelson Visits New Mexico 

Report From NMEA Spring Convention 

 The Ritualistic Team from 

Artesia Lodge #1717 was the 

First Place Winner in the AA 

Ritual Contest.  They are to 

be congratulated on a job well 

done!   

Now it is on to Orlando for 

the National Ritual Competition at Grand 

Lodge.  We wish them the very best of luck 

in bringing home the winning trophy! 

Congratulations to Artesia Winners of the AA Ritual Contest 

NMEA OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER 

Send all articles to: Keith Morris Editor 

perkm408@live.com 

Deadline for submissions 

Spring June 15 

Summer September 15 

Fall December 15 

Winter  March 15 
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How ENF Helps New Mexico 

 

State Charities Grant: $41,360.00 Special Projects Grant: $29,550.00 Bonus Grant: $12,110.00 These grants help fund your state's major 

charitable project, as well as other philanthropic projects. Portions of these grants will also support your state's Drug Awareness Program, 

Hoop Shoot, Soccer Shoot and educational programs.  

Most Valuable Student: $24,000.00 Legacy Award: $16,000.00 We will award a total of 6 "Most Valuable Student" scholarships to high 

school seniors from your state. In addition, we will award up to 4 Legacy scholarships to children, grandchildren and step-children of Elks. 

National Veterans Service Commission: $3,420.00 These funds will help them provide aid and comfort to hospitalized veterans  

 

Elks National Foundation News  

 

State ENF News  

 

 

 

 

New Mexico Four - Year Scholarship Winners  

 Scholarship Winner  Lodge Sponsor  Annual Award  Award Year  

 Ethan Blackney -Lopez  Lodge #2499, NM   $1,000.00  2010  

 Julia Coulloudon -Baca  Lodge #2499, NM   $1,000.00  2010  

 Danielle Davis  Lodge #1717, NM   $1,000.00  2010  

 Logan Medlin  Lodge #1717, NM   $1,000.00  2010  

 Amber Porter  Lodge #2500, NM   $1,000.00  2010  

 Kory Tillery  Lodge #461, NM   $1,000.00  2010  

 

Last year we had a good year for ENF, but several Lodges did not make the requested per-capita.  This year I hope all Lodges meet or 

exceed the requested $4.50.  As soon as your lodge makes this goal, be sure and send in to Grand Lodge a request for the $500 Grati-

tude Grant.  This can be used for any charitable purpose. 

 

The Lodge secretaries should have received a promotional DVD from ENF Headquarters.  I ask the Lodge Chairman and the Indoctri-

nation Chairman to use it at lodge meetings and in their indoctrination program.  I am also asking the Lodge chairmen to give an ENF 

report and request for donations at each Lodge meeting.  We cannot rely on only gaming donations. 

 

The New Mexico Elks Association is asking each lodge and each PER Association to donate $100.   I am also asking each Lodge Offi-

cer to donate $10.00. 

 

Jim Lehmann 

ENF Chairman 

../LodgeInfo.cfm?LodgeNumber=2499
../LodgeInfo.cfm?LodgeNumber=2499
../LodgeInfo.cfm?LodgeNumber=1717
../LodgeInfo.cfm?LodgeNumber=1717
../LodgeInfo.cfm?LodgeNumber=2500
../LodgeInfo.cfm?LodgeNumber=461
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  By now most members have received a 

mailing from their local Lodge with this 

yearôs Cerebral Palsy tickets.  Remem-

ber, this is our stateôs Major Project.  The 

CP Commission would like to see every 

member in the state support this worth-

while project that benefits these special 

needs kids.  Be sure to get your money 

and stubs turned in as soon as possible.  

The drawing will take place during the 

Fall Workshop on October 2nd. 

   As a reminder, a second statewide 

mailing will be sent to all members 

around August 1st.  If you have misplaced 

your Lodge mailing, or would like to 

make a second donation on behalf of 

your spouse or other family member, this 

will be your chance.  Our State President, 

Rick Callaway, has asked for a per capita 

donation of $10 per member. 

   I would like to thank those involved in 

the Shorty Burkett Golf Tournament for 

their substantial donation of $5100 for 

CP.  The tournament was a great success, 

and the money will be put to good use. 

   We are also in the process of again 

printing the ñpink pigò cutouts, which 

will be distributed to Lodges throughout 

the state in the near future.  This is one  

more way we can raise money for this 

worthwhile charity. 

   Remember, if you know of anyone that 

could benefit from our services, please 

get in contact with me, State Chairman 

Dave Johnson, or Walt Kincaid, our pro-

gram director.  Our program emphasizes 

what are called ñwalkablesò which help 

children who might otherwise be con-

fined to a wheelchair. 

   Lets see if we can make 2010-2011 a 

record year for contributions. 

 

 Dave Johnson PER 

communities, and for a donation (suggested 

$1.00 each), you get a sticker which you 

can write your name on, and then it is 

posted in the business. You can use the 

pigs as an additional fund raiser in your 

Lodge, or partner with local businesses. We 

are hopeful this will generate additional 

income for our state's major project.   

 

CP Pigs continue in 2010-11 The New 

Mexico Elks Cerebral Palsy Commission 

will continue a second fund raiser, in addi-

tion to the annual drawing for $20,000. 

Pink Pigs will again be distributed at the 

DD Clinics in August. These will be simi-

lar to the shamrocks at St. Patrick's Day, 

and the balloons for the Miracle Network 

fundraiser. Lodges will distribute these 

stickers to various businesses in their   

Cerebral Palsy Pigs 

Continue in 2010-2011 

State Major Project Cerebral Palsy 

 

Shorty Burkett Golf Tournament Raises $5100.00 for CP 

Tony Burks from Raton with his pet pigs! 

Winners for the Shorty Burkett held in Roswell on May 15 -16  

Championship Flight-R Sanford  

1st Flight-J Pittman 

2nd Flight-Dub Bryan  Roswell Lodge #969  

3rd Flight- Vicki Frost  Tucumcari Lodge #1172  

The Shorty Burkett trophy winner was Mike Stapleton   

Roswell Lodge #969  Low Gross  

The Ray Camp Trophy winner was Dub Bryan   

Roswell Lodge #969  Low Net 

  

 

 

Veterans  $6137.00 

ENF         $5100.00 

CP           $5100.00 

C&B Tr.    $5500.00 

Money Raised From  

Shorty Burkett Tourney  

4 man Scramble winners from the Tucumcari 

Lodge #1172: V Frost, J Frost, R Primrose, R 

Sanford 
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 Page 7 

GL Newsletter, June 2010 

Veterans Message: Playing 

cards for vets 
by Roger R. True, PGER 

Past Chairman 

Playing Cards for Veterans is a program 

that goes hand in hand with our Adopt-

A-Veteran Program. This activity will 

give a hospitalized veteran something to 

do rather than just passively sitting and 

watching television. These cards can also 

be distributed with your comfort care 

kits.                                                      

         They also can be a part of any    

activity for our veterans or active service 

men and women. 

 

Through the dedicated and hard work of 

Brother Tom Jamison of Beardstown, 

Illinois Lodge No. 1007, who has made 

arrangements with several riverboats and 

casinos, we are now able to offer playing 

cards for our veterans to use. Last year, 

we distributed over 40,000 decks of play-

ing cards to our veterans, valued at more 

than $80,000. With the help of Elks vol-

unteers, their spouses, family and friends, 

each deck of cards is checked to make 

sure all cards are in good condition and 

the deck is complete. After the decks are 

checked, a ñPlaying Cards for Veteransò 

sticker with the logo of the Elks National  

Veterans Service Commission is placed 

on each deck of cards. 

 

These cards are free of charge! 

 

You can call our director in Chicago.  

He can put you in touch with Tom Jami-

son, who sends out the playing cards. He 

will also be happy to answer any ques-

tions you may have about this program.  

 

National Veterans Service Commission 

 

New Mexico Elks Helping Veterans 

 
Santa Fe Lodge #460 and the Northern New Mexico Vietnam Vets also made a huge 
donation to the ñTake a Kid to a Ballgameò charity and a contingent of them enjoyed 

Military Appreciation Night at the ballpark (complete with fireworks) 

Santa Fe Lodge #460 member Ernie Durr PER, Trudy Padilla, Ron Riechman 
and Jerry Sweeney helped plant flags at the National Cemetery on the Friday 

before Memorial Day.   Florencio Varela PER and member of the Army Na-

tional Guard  fires off the cannon at the Memorial Day Services at the National 

Cemetery. 

Las Cruces Lodge #1119 honors their   

Veterans  

ALAMOGORDO #1897-- The Air Force Sergeantôs Association is collecting old used cell phones, in any condition. They 

will be  refurbished and given to disabled Vets or sent to our Troops in Iraq, so they can keep in touch with their  families.  

 

Silver City 

Lodge #413 

along with the 

Moose Lodge 

treated 15 

local Veterans 

to lunch at the 

Red Barn on 

Memorial Day 


