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State President's Message 

My fellow Elks, 

Things are looking pretty good for our State Association as we go into the final stretch of the 2011/2012 

year. I see some progress in our state committees this year, but I am still  concerned that we might be slowing 

down a bit. We still seem to have a communication problem from the lodge committee chairpersons. I am 

asking the Exalted Rulers to please take the time and follow up on the committee progress in your lodges. 

Your lodge Committee Chairs are a link in our chain of communication. We cannot allow that link to weak-

en. When I turnover the State Association to Roger Hamman, we want this chain to be as strong as we can 

make it, and I know that Roger will do a great job next year. Your State Association Officers have been hard 

at work visiting your lodges, talking with your members and attending your lodge functions. We are always 

here for you if you need us. I want to thank the District Deputy's for helping me this year by allowing our 

State and District chairpersons to speak about their committees at the DD Clinics. I want to remind everyone 

that the Hoop Shoot program is upon us and I encourage you all to attend the contests. Robert Thurston from 

Rio Rancho Lodge 2500 is our State Chairman. Please feel free to contact him or any of the District Chair-

man for assistance with your lodge programs. Also I want to congratulate Larry Curtis on an outstanding ritu-

al clinic and wish him the best for a successful year as the State Ritual Chairman. I was hoping that more Of-

ficers would have taken an interest in learning how to perform the Initiatory Ritual for their new members in 

a more impressive manner instead of just reading it. I also would like to see more lodges compete this year in 

our State Contest. Our Ritual Program is such an important part of our Organization. It's all about Pride and 

Honor. I want to remind all the Lodges of the upcoming deadlines for our per capitas. Your committee chair 

persons are working hard so please get the donations in on time. Also make sure you get all of your bro-

chures and essay contest applications in on time. We do not want to lose to our sponsorôs other states. I am 

proud to be the President of the best State Association in our Order. 

 

Lets continue to work hard with enthusiasm and show all that, "New Mexico is Hot for Progressò !!! 
 

 

 

Fraternally,  

John Hilliard,  

NMEA President  
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GRAND EXALTED RULERôS MESSAGE 

  

GL Newsletter, December 2011 GER Message:  

óTis the season for óGiving from the Heartô 
 

A Message from the Grand Exalted Ruler 

Hon. David R. Carr 

 

To All District Deputies, Exalted Rulers, Officers and Members: 
 

During the holiday season, Elks Members nationwide support Lodge Christmas Charities programs 

that assist citizens who are alone and lonely or need a helping hand. Many Lodges hold a free dinner 

for these citizens. Others contribute to the Toys for Tots Program as well as to local food pantries. 

Thanks to ñGiving from the Heartò at Christmas time throughout America, Elks bring cheer to many 

children and adults as well as to veterans in VA Hospitals and Nursing Homes who sincerely appreci-

ate our assistance. 

 

A simple Christmas card can bring a smile to a lonely veteran. Sending veterans Lodge Christmas 

cards that have been signed by several Members reinforces our commitment, ñSo long as there are 

Veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will never forget them.ò 

 

As Elks, we have a very special opportunity to give a gift that will make a difference for years to 

come. One gift to the Elks National Foundation will offer care and comfort to veterans, help deserving 

students attend college, and provide healthy activities for youth, now and in the future. And this gift 

has tax benefits! 

 

The year 2011 is coming to a close, but first we are obliged to ensure all tax-deductible donations for 

2011 are applied to this calendar year. The ENF must receive donations in their office on or before De-

cember 31, 2011, in order to count the donations toward your 2011 taxes. You can donate online until 

midnight, December 31. 

 

I hope you will ñGive from the Heartò this holiday season by contributing what you can in support of 

your Lodgeôs efforts to bring Christmas cheer to others less fortunate as well as by contributing to the 

Elks National Foundation, if you have not already done so. 

 

Thank you for ñGiving from the Heartò and proving once again that ñElks Care ï Elks Share.ò 

 

Happy holidays!  
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STATE CONVENTION UPDATE  

NMEA President  

John Hilliard (Vicki) 

12700 Conejo Rd. NE. 

Albuquerque, NM. 87123 

Res. (505) 271-1657 

Cell: (505) 263-2601 

e-mail: chilliard12700@msn.com 

 

NMEA President Elect  

Roger Hamman (Gina)  

P.O. Box 113  

Dexter, NM 88230  

Res. 575-734-6007  

e-mail: rlhamman@plateautel.net 

 

NMEA Vice President 

Rohnnie Tupin (Sandy) 

2736 Leo Court 

Rio Rancho, NM 87144 

Res. 505-867-6764  

Bus. 505-667-6081 

e-mail: RSTupin@hotmail.com 

 

NMEA Secretary 

Kandi Barks (Jerry) 

P.O. Box 1413  

Raton, NM 87740  

Res. 575-445-4777  

e-mail: nmsecretary@q.com  

 

NMEA Treasurer 

John Holbrook. PSP 

488 Desert Lakes Rd. 

Alamogordo, NM 88310 

Home: 575-437-5157 

Cell: 575-430-2079 

email: hazeljohnalamo@msn.com 

 

NMEA Chaplain 

Annette E. Lucero  

3807 Rose Ct. 

Rio Rancho, NM., 87124 

Cell (505) 410-3180 

Bus. (505) 903-7872 

email: annette.lucero@yahoo.com 

 

NMEA Sergeant at Arms 

Jason Crockett (Susan) 

605 Riviera Ct. 

Carlsbad, NM., 88220 

Res: (575) 628-3748 

e-mail: cavementech@gmail.com 

 

NMEA Tiler 

Terri Rhue 

908 Merriweather 

Clovis, NM. 88102 

Bus. 575 762-4272 

Cell 575 749-7322 

e-mail: ladyace28@hotmail.com  

NMEA Trustee (1 yr.) 

Billy L. Johnson (Liz) 

12805 Mountain View Ave NE 

Albuqerque, NM 87123-2039 

Res: 505-296-4018 

e-mail: bjohn81324@aol.com 

 

NMEA Trustee (2 yr.)-Chairman 

Dean Calvani (Amy) 

3501 South Canal St. 

Carlsbad, NM 88220 

Bus: 575-887-1211 

Cell: 575-361-0131 

Fax: 575-887-7385 

e-mail: dna@calvanifarms.com 

 

NMEA Trustee (3 yr.) 

Philip Leger, PDDGER (Kathy) 

PO Box 2734  

Las Vegas, NM 87701  

Home: 505-425-3418  

Cell: 505-429-0401  

Fax: 505-425-6181  

e-mail: leger.elks@yahoo.com 

 

NMEA Trustee (4 yr.) 

Lyle Weeks Jr. (Pat) 

704 Montwood 

Alamogordo, NM. 88310-5342 

Res. 575-434-0947 

Cell. 575-491-2056 

e-mail: lpweeks@hauns.com 

 

NMEA Trustee (5 yr.)-Secretary 

Kyle (Bud) Warren (Sunny) 

5308 Irving Blvd. NW 

Albuquerque, NM 87114-4673 

Res: 505-898-6766 

e-mail: Budtarheel@aol.com 

NMEA OFFICERS NMEA TRUSTEES 
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State Convention is March 28th, 29th, 30th, 31st. It will be 

in Albuquerque at the Radisson hotel, same place as last 

year. We want to encourage everyone to stay there.  All ac-

tivities will be held there, except for the  memorial, prices 

are $89 per night (be sure to mention you are with the Elks 

State Convention). Keep checking www.nmelks.org for 

more information and registration information.  PSP Rob 

Golden is the contact person for state convention Cell: 575-

748-5552 

 

 

Hotel Information 

Park Inn by Radisson Hotel & Water Park                       

Albuquerque, NM 

Address: 2500 Carlisle Boulevard NE                 

Albuquerque, NM 87110 

 

 

Reservations: +1 (800) 670-7275 US/Canada    

Telephone: +1 (505) 888-3311  

Fax: +1 (505) 881-7452 
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ELKS NATIONAL FOUNDATION 

 

ENF Lodge Per Capita Rankings 
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Dictionary Project keeps growing 

by EARL E. CAVANAGH 

Grand Lodge Committee Chairman 

In 2004-2005 when the Elks decided to support the Dictionary Project, 141 Lodges distributed 41,160 books to grade 

schools nationwide, increasing in 2010-11 to 543 Lodges distributing 319,922 books to 4,922 schools. In total, Elks have 

donated 1,591,020 dictionaries and reference books.  

FOR A LODGE TO BEGIN its own Dictionary Project, determine the funds needed, and budget that amount.  

FOR HELP, contact your State Youth Activities Chairman for the information and forms. Also contact the Dictionary 

Project directly at www.dictionaryproject.org for the different dictionaries available. Sample kits are available for $15 by 

calling 843-856-2706 or e-mailing me at earlc@svcable.net for information and an order form. 

Sample Kit SK1 contains: the Best Dictionary for Students; A Studentôs Dictionary (Recommended by Youth Activities 

Committee); Merriman Websterôs Encyclopedic Dictionary; Merriman Websterôs Dictionary for Students; and Classic 

Reference Library Dictionary, Encyclopedic Edition 

NEXT, contact officials of schools, both public and private, to explain the project and to obtain the number of third-

graders involved. By involving these schools, you further our mission to present a dictionary to every third grader in our 

country. 

The Grand Lodge Youth Activities Committee Manual (Code 512100), located in your Lodge Secretaryôs office, will 

provide more information to help 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES FROM THE LODGES 

NMEA OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER 

Send all articles to: Keith Morris,  Editor  

perkm408@live.com  

Deadline for submissions 

Spring June 15 

Summer September 15 

Fall December 15 

Winter  March 15 

Belen Lodge #2499- Belen Lodge handed out dic-

tionaries to area 3rd grade students. The lodge donat-

ed to 7 schools and gave out 387 dictionaries. Belen 

lodge donated teddy bears to the Sheriff's Department 

in Los Lunas County. The Belen Lodge provides police 

officers and departments with teddy bears free of 

charge to help distract and comfort small children in 

police calls where they are involved. It can be very 

stressful or frightening for small children to encounter 

police officers, especially if the officer is responding to 

a call at the child's home. Having a teddy bear with 

them can make the officers seem more approachable 

and friendly, and can help comfort the child. 

Tucumcari Lodge #1172- A total of 19 dictionaries were     

distributed to third graders in San Jon Elementary School on  

December 14th., 2011. Also handed out to all third graders 

were Drug Awareness coloring books and book markers. 

Pictured with the San Jon third graders is  David Gonzalez,    

Tucumcari Elks Lodge #1172 Youth Activities 

Chairman. 
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Message: Homeless  Veterans remain 

grave concern of Elks by Paul D. Helsel, 

PGER Vice Chairman 
 
I thank all of our Lodges, Members and 

volunteers for their continued support of 

Veterans and active-duty military person-

nel. Your service to our nationôs heroes 

deserves every accolade we can bestow. 

 

While we do an outstanding job in ser-

vice to our Veterans and the military, 

there is still grave concern for a group of 

Veterans that can most definitely use our 

help ï Homeless Veterans. Helping these 

needy Veterans takes on a new level of 

commitment. They need everything we 

all expect for ourselves and our families 

ï sustenance, shelter, security and a life 

filled with purpose. 

 

Although the U.S. Department of Veter-

ans Affairs and Veterans Service Organi-

zations are taking steps to solve the prob-

lem, the situation is far from acceptable. 

Specific counts are difficult to establish, 

but the VA estimates that on any given 

night 107,000 Veterans are homeless, 

and probably over the course of a year at 

least twice that many experience home-

lessness. In addition, almost 1.5 million 

other Veterans are considered at risk of 

homelessness due to poverty, lack of 

support networks and dismal living con-

ditions in overcrowded or substandard 

housing. As you might gather, there is 

certainly much to be done for these Vet-

erans! 

 

It is a given that your Lodge is providing 

service to Veterans and possibly the Mil-

itary. What are you doing for Homeless 

Veterans in your community? 

 

If your Lodge is not supporting a Home-

less Veterans Program, here is what you 

can do! 

 

? Determine the need in your community. 

Contact your mayor's office or other 

elected officials for a list of providers. 

Contact the Elk Veterans Affairs Volun-

tary Service Representative in the VA 

Hospital nearest to you and ask to discuss 

this with the homeless coordinator of that 

hospital. Search state and community 

Web sites for homeless veterans pro-

grams and initiatives. Work with local 

shelters and invite homeless Veterans to 

a dinner.  

 

? Participate in local homeless coalitions. 

Chances are one is in your community. 

The coalition may need volunteers, food, 

clothing or other essentials. The Salva-

tion Army is very active in helping the 

homeless all over the country. 

 

? Stand Downs. Many hospitals and com-

munity-based outpatient centers host 

ñStand Downsò for the homeless. Stand 

Downs give homeless Veterans 1-3 days 

of safety and security where they can 

obtain food, shelter, clothing and other 

types of assistance. Find out what the 

Elks can do to help by contacting your 

local Veterans Administration facility. If 

a cash contribution is beyond Lodge 

means, perhaps your Members can vol-

unteer time or collect needed items speci-

fied by the facility hosting the Stand 

Down. 

 

? Send a financial donation to your near-

est homeless Veteran provider if you are 

unable to participate in a program direct-

ly. 

 

? Fundraisers to help Homeless Veterans. 

Dinners, dances, walks and motorcycle 

rides are but a few ways to raise funds. 

 

Thank you for your continuing support to 

our Veterans and Military Personnel and 

most especially for your support for 

Homeless Veterans!  

VETERANS 

New Mexico Elks Helping Veterans 
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Las Vegas Lodge #408ðLas Vegas New Mexi-

co Elks Lodge held a Veterans Day breakfast 

onNovember 11, 2011. Over 200 Veterans from 

around the area attended the event and over 30 

Elk members were in attendance. Veterans were 

treated to a hot breakfast and water before they 

attended the City Wide Veterans Day Event 

downtown. Our adopted Veterans from the New 

Mexico Behavioral Health Institute Long Term 

Care Division were in attendance.  

ATTENTION HUNTERS!!! 

JUST A REMINDER TO PLEASE TAKE 

YOUR SALTED HIDES TO YOUR LOCAL 

ELKS LODGE WHEN HUNTING          

INSTEAD OF LEAVING THEM IN THE 

FIELD!!! 

Lordsburg Lodge #1813- The Lordsburg Elks Lodge 
hosted a horseshoe tournament on October 29, 2011. 

Nearly $300 was raised during the tournament, half of 

which will be donated to the New Mexico Elks Associ-

ations' support of the Wounded Warrior project. Pic-

tured above with a few of the participants are event 

organizer Loren Frost, left, and Exalted Ruler Kelly 

Gomez, right. The Lordsburg Elks plans to make the 

horseshoe tournament an quarterly event. 

Rio Rancho #2500- The Wounded Warriors Project fundraising event held on October 14th was a huge success. 

Carol Petty and her dedicated volunteers cooked up a dinner that was as delicious as all the other meals she has 

ever cooked. The event raised $942.79 which has been forwarded to the Wounded Warriors Project.  

Tucumcari #1172- Veteran's Day was ob-
served by Tucumcari Lodge 1172 with a bene-

fit veteran's dinner and fundraiser.  Tradition-

al corn bread and beans was served and pro-

ceeds awarded to the Lodge veteran's commit-

tee.  Pictured is Exalted Ruler David Foote 

PER, serving veterans and their spouses. 


